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WE'RE BACK 


INTS/ 


FOR THOSE 
JUST TUNING IN, 
WE'RE BREAKING 
DOWN SUNDAY'S 

GAME... 7 


,,А 42-74 
VICTORY OVER 
THE STRUGGLING 
GOTHAM 
KNIGHTS. 


NOW, I 

&O WANT TO 
) START HERE 
| WITH... 


WHAT. 
KNIGHTS QB 
CHRIS CAMPBELL 
HAD TO SAY IN M 
THE POST- 4 BECALISE HE HAD 
GAME. უ AREAL COLLAPSE 


THIRD, FOURTH 
QUARTERS. 


71777777 
2 Mif 


HE WAS 
ACTUALLY DOING 
2 SURPRISINGLY 
> WELL IN THE 
FIRST HALF. 


THEY GO INTO 
HALFTIME TIED. 

TIGHT, GOOD 3 
GAME, THEN IN THE 
SECOND HALF, 


THIS IS 
CAMPBELL 
AFTER THE 
GAME. 


Иш 


"Y DON’T 
KNOW, REALLY, 
IT WAS LIKE A 
MONSTER WAS 
OUT THERE. 


T WAS 
FEELING GOOD, 
AND IT WAS 
FLOWING. 


‘I WAS HITTING 
MY SPOTS, GOING 
THROUGH MY 
CHECKDOWNS. 


“7 SAW THE 
WHOLE FIELD, 
EVERYONE, MAN, 
EVERYTHING. 


qe T ør 
۱ Farm ХУ 


os Ба 


"TK 


OF 
THE 


SAINTS 


ОБ АП 
[Assistant editor MAGGIE HOWELL 
Editor JAMIE STRICH 
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I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE A 
MONSTER. 


MONSTERS 
ARE BAD THINGS 
WHO BO BAD 
THINGS. 


THE SNOW 
MONSTER. 


REMEMBER. 
YOU SAID HE 
DID THIS. 


YOU SAID, 
YOU HAD To 
KILL HIM TO MAKE 
FLOWERS AND 
STUFF COME 
BACK. 


BUT You 
WERE TOO, LIKE, 
WEAK, BECAUSE 

OF THE COLD, 


му DA YOU SAID. 


7 


ID 200 
UNDERSTAND... 


THE GREEN 
IS ሯሬ//ፎ7:..|ክ 


THE... STORM. 


WITHOUT NY 
THE GREEN... 
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ME AND NOM — N 
MY SISTER AND \ ۲ AND I saw 
му MOM AND MY | II vou! AND 
DAD WERE IN ДЕЕЦ NO ONE 
THE SWAM 811726 ELSE DID. 
Em | 


MY DAD Ж: ; ICI 9 š ს” AND I WAS 
WANTED TO SHOW 3 3 V : 3 ” SCARED, AND 
US SOMETHING. Mi йы УМ Жаз ` . 7 І RAN AWAY. 
LIKE A FROG M . 3 7 А - 4 ч 
AND MY DAD 
4 ۱ WAS YELLING 
е š Ж 4 | AT ME AND 
IT WAS SO HOT. MER ANE 5 4 ኢፌ. \ EVERYTHING. 
I WAS SWEATING % I =” г 
AND WET LIKE I 
WAS IN A POOL OR 
SOMETHING. 


AND THEN 
IT WAS SO 
2010! 


AND THEN 
THE SNOW 
MONSTER 
CAME OUT! 


AND I COULDN'T 
HEAR MY DAD OR 
ANYTHING. IT 
WAS SO COLD. 


WERE FIGHTING 
THE SNOW 
MONSTER. 


“А AND HE was y AN 
{тезмә TO KLL WB > 
OTH OF US. 
AND HE WAS PUNCHED 
WINNING! HIM! AND You 
TOOK ME, AND 
WE RAN! 


AND THAT 
WAS THE 
FIRST TIME 
WE FOUGHT 


I DO NOT... 
HAVE ANOTHER 
WAY...TO RETURN 
YOU TO WHERE 
YOU...BELONG. 


50 
YOU MUST 
TRAVEL...THE 
LONGER 


THE SNOW 
MELTS...YOU WILL 
COME...TO THE 
GREEN... 


I 
WILL... FIND 
you... 


YOU ARE... 
UNINJURED? 


LEAN 
CLOSE TO 
ME... 


YOU'RE NOT 
A MONSTER. 


DON’T YOU 
REMEMBER? 


you 
SAID WE 
HAD TO. 


WE TRIED 
THE OTHER 
WAY, AND THE 
SNOW MONSTER 
WAS THERE. 


AND You 
SAID IF WE 
WENT THIS WAY 
WE COULD 
FIND MAYBE 
PLANTS. 


AND vou'D 
BE STRONG 

AND YOU COULD 
FIGHT HIM. ጨም 


YOU'D BE A 
SUPERHERO 
AGAIN. 


(ЈА [Sa JA 
۳2 


ARE THEY 
DEAD? ALL 
OF THEM? 


THERE’S 
SO MANY. 


THAT 
15, ТАМ TO 
T-T-TAKE IT. 


«ALL THAT 


ь - 
q3 
ად 
Ж. 
59 
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DON’T KNOW 
G-GOT... 


HOW YOU G- 


D- 


NOW, YOU 

UN-UNDERSTAND, 

I AIN'T 5-5- | 
SAYING I AIN'T ۸ 

SORRY. = AND I 
BUT GOT TO 
| I D-DONE D-D-DO SOME 
WHAT Т...ООМЕ 
/ ALREADY. 


T-TURNS 
you INTO 
WHO YOU... 


RETURN YOU... 
HOME... SIR. 


HE'S RIGHT 

BEHIND us! 
YESTERDAY 
YOU ALMOST 


THIS MORNING 
I THOUGHT HE 
WAS GOING TO 
KILL YOU. 
SOMETIMES 
HE COMES... 
AT NIGHT... 


YOU COULD 
REMEMBER. 


THE SNOW 


YOU WERE 2 ы 
50 BRAVE. š | MONSTER. 


PLEASE... 
PLEASE... 


NEEDS TO... 
COME OFF... 


I NEED... 
TO... REMOVE 


YOU ARE А YOU DON’T 
WANT TO SAVE 


MONSTER! Е 

ME, YOU WANT NO... ° 

> TO CUT ME! M PLEASE... ጠም I 

/ ~ до 2 გ : 

Ye YY QS сотто mel ГУ? 
ИН BECAUSE zu | 


= YOU'RE A 
\ MONSTER! 


A 


ኬሬ ` 


BECAUSE 
I AM... SAVING 
you... 


——— 
mE 


you 
FOUGHT HIM 
YESTERDAY. 


BEAT HIM, 
I KNOW. 


' THE SWAMP 
WILL NEVER 
COME BACK. 


SEE... THROUGH 
THE...STORM 


MY EYES... 
ARE NOT... 
GOOD NOW. 


4 
PLU 
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EVERYONE 
THOUGHT I 


\ 


: AS 
UNA 


2 I WOULD... 
TRY TO... SHOW 
^ HE 


HE'S 
STILL OUT 
THERE. 


DID You 
EVER HAVE 
A BOY OR 


D 


REMEMBER. s d | KIND OF 
А \ = LIKE A DAD 
DOES. 


THEN You 
gan በራን = WOULDN'T BEA Y 
MY DAD, OR THING. YOU'D I COULD 
MY PRETEND BE А РАР. А BE YOUR 
DAD. PRETEND DAD. PRETEND 
2 SON. IN THE 


YESTERDAY 
HE WAS 0 
CLOSE! 


‘WE HAVE 
TO KEEP 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? SAY 
YOU'RE 
OKAY... 


I CANNOT... 
BECAUSE... 


I MUST 
KNOW... EVERY 
DAY... 


I MUST... 
CHOOSE 
TO FORGET 
EVERY DAY... 


BUT I 
CANNOT... 
FORGET...ANY... 
LONGER... 


I DON’T 

REMEMBER...HOW 

LONG WE HAVE 
BEEN... 


BUT I KNOW... 
HOW...LONG...IT 
TAKES...FOR ME 
TO BE...LIKE 


WITHOUT 
THE... 


AND AFTER... 
YEARS IN THIS... 
COLD... 


HAVE TRIED... 
NOT TO... 


BUT... I... 
HAVE TO... 
KILL YOU... 


TO BRING 
BACK...THE 
GREEN.... 


YOU ARE... 
A CHILD... 
COULD BE 
MY CHILD. y 


you 
FOUGHT 
THE SNOW 
MONSTER! 


AND You 
SAVED 
ME! 


YOU'RE JUST 
SO WEAK BECAUSE... 
BECAUSE YOU'VE BEEN 
FIGHTING THE SNOW 


THAT'S 
MONSTER. А WHY, NOT 


1 BECAUSE 
k Ор 


you 
PROTECTED 
ME. 


AND IM 
STRONG, I'M 
STILL ALIVE... 

JUST... 


REMEMBER... 
Spin 


I REMEMBER, 
BOY... 


I REMEMBER... 
CARING FOR 
you... 


. DEEPLY. 


Ў ...፲ AM...LIKE 
VOU...NOW... 
ALWAYS... 


THE 
MONSTER... 


PLEASE, 
DON’T KILL 
ME. 


PLEASE, 
PLEASE, 
PLEASE. 


THIS 
IS... WHAT A... 
MONSTER 
DOES. 


YOU... 
SHOW... 
EVERYONE... 
ME... 


` <O THERE 
YOU HAVE 
7. 


THE BEST 
EXPLANATION 
CAMPBELL 
COULD COME 
UP WITH. 


AFTER BASICALLY 
HLMILIATING HIS 
TEAM, THIS STORIED 
FRANCHISE. 


AND HIS 
TEAMMATES, IN MY 
OPINION, ALL PLAYED 
GOOD GAMES, 
COULD'VE WON. 


HE LOSES 
THE GAME 
FOR THEM. 


NO OTHER 
WAY TO 
PUT (7. 


OR MAYBE 
AN EXCUSE, 
I THINK (5 А 

BETTER 
WORD. 


HE HAD GOOD 
PROTECTION ON THE 
LINE, A LOT OF THE 
RECEIVERS WERE 
BREAKING FREE. 


AND THESE 
ARE HIS 
WORDS AS 
TO WHY. 


YT WAS A 
MONSTER.” 


/5 THAT 
WHAT WE NEED TO 
HEAR, OR WHAT HIS 

TEAM NEEDS TO 
HEAR? 


WHAT ABOUT, 
“THE DEFENSE 
HAD ME"? OR Т 
NEED MORE 
REPS.” 


HOW ABOUT, 
‘THIS ONE'S 
ON ME"? 


WHY CAN'T 

CAMPBELL 

JUST SAY 
THAT? 


"Y MESSED 
LP. IT'S MY 
FAULT. ILL DO 
BETTER." 


HE COULD'VE 
PUT IT ALL ON HIS 
SHOULDERS, 


LIKE A 


2 REAL LEADER 


DOES. 


LIKE A--T KNOW 
THIS ISN'T PC, 
BLIT I'M SAYING 
IT--LIKE A MAN 
DOES! 


AND 
INSTEAD WE GET 
“AAAS IT WAS А 
MONSTER!" 


NEWS FLASH, 
PEOPLE! 


THERE'S NO 
SUCH THING AS 
MONSTERS! 


THEY 
DON'T EXIST! 
ALL RIGHT?! 


ALL you 
DO, THAT'S 


ON YOU! YOLI WANT 


TO BLAME 
SOMEONE?! 


LOOK INA 
MIRROR, PEOPLE, 
WHAT DO you 
SEE?! 


THERE'S 
NOTHING TO 
BE AFRAID 
OF. 


EE A 


THE ONLY 
MONSTER 
OUT THERE 
IS YOU. 


ANYWAY, AT THE END OF 


HELL OF A 
GAME. WHATEVER 
HAPPENED, IT WAS 

A WIN FOR THE 
HOME TEAM. 


THE DAY, THAT'S 
ALL THAT REALLY 
MATTERS. 


THIS (2 
WORX, YOUR 
HOME FOR THE 
TALK OF THE 
SAINTS. 


WELL BE 
BACK. 


Dedicated to Len Wein and Bernie Wrightson. 


Houma, Louisiana. 


OH YEAH, 
1 601 IT. 


IT'S Å 
TINY STORE! THEY 
ONLY GOT LIKE THREE 
VALENTINE'S CARDS! 


HAVE А BIG HEART, 
MON COPAIN! 


‚ [T HAD BEEN 50 : er 
LONG. I THOUGHT 0 I WILL NEVER 
NEVER LOVE AGAIN. & FORGET THE DAY 

2 5 WE FIRST МЕТ. 


ТМ SO SORRY. 
I DIDN'T THINK 
ANYBODY ELSE WAS | 
OUT HERE. 


I'M TERR... 
TERRI FARMS. WHO 
ARE YOU? WHAT 

ARE YOU? 


IN MY LIFE, I HAVE BEEN CALLED A 
CREATURE, k SUPERHERO, К MONSTER. ТМ 
NOT SURE I UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE. 

NO MATTER HOW NICE THEY ARE, NO 

MATTER HOW THEY SMILE AT YOU, THEY 
ALL HAVE THAT SAME LOOK IN THE BACK 
OF THEIR EYES. THE LOOK OF FEAR. 
EVERTONE...EXCEPT FOR TERRI. - 


YOU CAN MAKE CLOTHES OUT OF IT, 
OR USE IT FOR INSULATION. AT ONE POINT, 
EVERY FORD ON THE STREET USED SPANISH 

MOSS IN ITS SEAT CUSHIONS. 


IT HAS 
50 MUCH 
TO GIVE THE 
WORLD, AND 
PEOPLE 
TREAT IT 
LIKE Å 


SHE AWAKENED SOMETHING IN ME. 
THAT STRANGE MIXTURE OF VULNERABILITY 
AND FAITH. I HAD ALMOST FORGOTTEN... 

THAT THIS IS THE FEELING OF BEING HUMAN. 


SHE SHOWED ME h _ 

BEAUTY IN MYSELF 
THAT 1 NEVER 
KNEW EXISTED. 


IT'S h 
MIRACLE OF 
EVOLUTION, AND 


PEOPLE DO 
WHATEVER THEY 
CAN TO GET 
ёр OF IT. 


"ሥጅ፡ጅፓ 


OKAY, BUT IUST SO YOU 
KNOW, ум Å VEGETARIAN. OH GOD. 
THAT'S NOT AN OFFENSIVE TERM, IS IT? 


1 INTRODUCED HER To 


MY FRIENDS IN THE BAYOU. 
FLORA AND FAUNA. T HAD 
- NOT DONE THAT SINCE... 


IS THIS WHERE mE. 
YOU BRING ALL 
THE GIRLS? ს. 
“- 
в: + 


бо WHAT i 
BECAME OF ў 
HER? 


NN 
ма - «27, 


۲6۵6۵ CORPORATE 
HEADQUARTERS. GIVING 
BACK AND CREATING 

OPPORTUNITIES-- 


YERH, 
WHATEVER. 
TUST PUT ME 
THROUGH TO 

THE OLD 

MAN. 


1 WANT 0 
BRING HIM IN. 
GET Å CLOSER 

LOOK. 


OUR SURVEILLANCE “7 
DRONES IN LOUISIANA 
CAUGHT THESE IMAGES 
YESTERDAY. THEY SEEM 

TO CONFIRM THE 

EXISTENCE OF THE 

“SWAMP THING.” 


HOLY GOD! 

፲ ALWAYS 
THOUGHT HE WAS 

AN URBAN 

LEGEND. 


SHOULD 1 
GET THE TEAM 
TOGETHER? 


№, WE DON'T YET KNOW ` 
WHAT WE'RE DEALING WITH. 
WHY DON'T WE USE LOCALS? YOU 
KNOW...GIVE BACK AND CREATE 
OPPORTUNITIES? 


SOMEONE 
EXPENDABLE. 
601 1. 


а 


vr‏ — کے 
заз and MEN‏ 
me Ransom Family‏ 


HELLO? THIS IS 

TROY. WHO CAN 

WE KIDNAP FOR 
А YOU TODAY? 


z = тәуе 


| HADN'T GIVEN ANYONE A VALENTINE IN itam. 
DECADES. I HOPE 1 DID IT RIGHT. ECSTASY HUMAN HEART ISN'T Т» 
5 WHAT IT IS TO FEEL LOVE. | THAT, RIGHT? AND WHAT IS 
წ - YOUR HEART 
SHAPED 
LIKE? 


ORCHIDS! HOW 
DID YOU KNOW? 
T'VE ALWAYS WANTED 
TO FIND A GHOST 
ORCHID IN THE WILD, 
BUT THEY'RE 50 
RARE. THEIR BLOOM 
So SHORT. 


YOU MAY NOT BE 
Å MAN, BUT YOU'RE THE 
SWEETEST MAN I'VE EVER 
KNOWN. YOU OLD 
SOFTIE. 


IT WAS TRUE. AT THAT 
MOMENT, I FELT AS ۴ 
NOTHING COULD HARM US. 


- ፲ COULD NOT HAVE ፪፻ WELL, $M 
| BEEN MORE WRONG. Å MY MAMMY. 


NET THE GIRL, 
THEN TAKE OUT 0M MY 
THE MONSTER. MARK... 


፲ WAS FOOLISH TO THINK IT 
WOULDN'T HAPPEN THIS TIME. 
“ТО IMAGINE THAT THE WORLD 
WOULD LET ME HAVE THIS 
HAPPINESS. TO LET ME 


p^ 


= 


I HAD ALMOST 
FORGOTTEN WHAT 
1 AM. 6UT THEN 

I SAW IT. IN 

THEIR EYES. 


APPARENTLY, 
THEY'D NEVER 
FOUGHT ۲ PLANT 
BEFORE. THEY 
FAILED To $0 
MUCH AS 
HURT МЕ. 


LIVE...10 FEEL...AS k МАМ. 


AND YET, THAT DAY | 
MY ENTIRE WORLD 
WAS DESTROYED. 


AS USUAL, MEN FAIL To 
UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THEIR 
PREY. THEY FAIL. THEY DESTROY 
ANYTHING THAT DOESN'T SERVE 
THEM. THEY WILL KILL EVEN THE 
RAREST OF FLOWERS. FOR THIS, 
THEY DESERVE TO DIE. 


=. — — — E 一 一- 一 ^ 23 HA n Ч 
BUT “DESERVE” IS A HUMAN CONCEIT, AND THE LAST DEATH IS А THE WALLS ARE 
PETAL OF MY HUMANITY HAS FALLEN. k MONSTER RERLM WITHOUT = тоо THICK THEY'RE 
DOESN'T CONCERN ITSELF WITH JUSTIFICATIONS. IT PAIN. I WILL NOT і de IMPENETRABLE! 
MERELY WANTS YOU TO FEEL ITS PAIN. TAKE THEIR LIVES. ; 
— — 1 CAN ONLY THINK 
OF ONE PUNISHMENT 


Kiel, MB 7 F | Ч ши | 


ж THEY'RE 100 
SLIPPERY TO 


CLIMB OVER. 


? VEGETATION IT WILL GROW 
ከ ከ “ENOUGH FOOD. THEY 
ENOUGH WATER WILL NOT STÅRVE. 


THEY WILL NOT 
DIE OF THIRST. MAN, TM 
TA ን PRRCHED. 


NO, WE JUST 
CAME FROM THAT 
DIRECTION. OR MAYBE 
IT WAS THAT 
DIRECTION... 


PWENE BEEN 
IN HERE FOR 
HOURS. 


LIKE ME, THEY WILL 
۱ SPEND THE REST OF THEIR 
LIVES TRAPPED INSIDE К 
PRISON WITHOUT A KEY. 


KEEP 
WALKING. THERE'S 
GOT TO BE AN EXIT 

SOMEWHERE! 


/ FRAZER IRN 
TRAVIS LANHAM letters 


SSELL writer 
RVING artist 


GOODBYE, MY LOVE. I WISH ፲ COULD 
STAY WITH YOU LONGER. BUT SOON 


MORE MEN WILL COME. THEY WILL 
TAKE THIS BAYOU APART TO CAPTURE ME. 


и 
» 
Å ын 


p \ 


THE MAN WHO LNED 
INSIDE ME DIED WITH YOU. 


| ALL THAT IS LEFT FOR THE 


MONSTER 15 TO 60. 


The End. 


OGLO መ THE COPSE OF GRASSES. “Ч 
Е CHLOROPHYLL? ይሮር > AA OUTRAGED AND OFFENDED, 


қ LASHES AT НЕЕ FLESH. THE OLD 
ENE TO ag | JÅ ММ ASH TREE, BETRAYED, ATTEMPTS 
TO BATTER HER WITH THE 
BRANCHES SHE ONCE CLUNG TO 
WITH SWEATY, PINK HANDS. 


THE FRESH, GREEN 
SCENT OF TORN PLANT 

AM FLESH GIVES WAY TO 
уа НОТ, HEAVY BREATH. 


24% 


SHE IMAGINES WHAT DUTCH WOULD ро. ДИ DUTCH. WHO WAS 

DUTCH, WHO'D ONCE FOUGHT ITALIANS Щ || ALWAYS THERE WHEN 
IN AFRICA, BEFORE RETIRING TOA | SHE WAS CONFUSED 
SMALL CABIN BESIDE THE FOREST. AND LOST. 


"47 


RN 3 
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DUTCH, WHOSE 
TROWEL TAMED ! 4011! ۸ - 
DEN WEED: VI EZ 8 = 
AND MOLDED TREES | ს | | “OR. WAGNER? 
70 BE CLIMBED BY | В : 
GRANDDAUGHTERS. 


COME ON, 
ERIN! COME 
BACK! YOU'RE 

STRONG! 


DR. | 
гг 1 4 ) ) ს 
۱ On WAGNEEI ሠሪ A ALWAYS 50 Y 


y WAKE UP! ' 77 f ۱ STRONG. 
» Р” Ж Å 2 


5 И / YOU SAVED 
^ 1--1 DON'T ME. THANK 
KNOW HOW I You. 

GOT HERE. 

WHY THEY 

ATTACKED 


W 


(| 


AV 
HELL ARE YOU ۳7 
| 


LL 


7 7 


в! 
А 


RAN Л 


I PROBABLY 
ГМ SORRY 
YOU SCARED SHOUT BE 
ME. 1 MEAN... გ 


დაჯ 


I THOUGHT 3 
Å YOU, т MEAN... . 
» 4 


YOU LOOK LIKE 
MONSTERS! 


“THROUGH 
A DOORWAY 


^ № 


“THERE ARE DOORS. 
CRUSTY GATES, IN 
PRIMORDIAL PLACES WITH 
NAMES YOU CAN'T EVEN 
BEGIN TO PRONOUNCE. 


ий 


h. 
Yn 


"ABOUT THE DOORS, I 
BECAME OBSESSED 
WITH THEM. 


“WHEN 1 
LEARNED 


“Т HAD TO SEE 
WHAT'S ON THE 
OTHER SIDE. 


D. Жу ` 


г; 


г 
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те mean. ЖАШ МИГ ж 
ша. Sø I =- 2 


“THE DOORS TO 
HELL. THERE ARE [АЕ 
THOSE AMONG 


US, MEAN TO 
OPEN THEM. 


"i 


"FOR THE 2645 0,4 ዙ፦ ( “THE GATEWAY THAT 

МИ BARREN. Е ) Р 2 SEPARATES HIM, NOT 
AV A 3 = JUST FROM US--BUT 

۱ EVERYTHING ELSE-- 


“HINGES 
SOFT. 


22] CARPENTERS 
ARE DEAD, 


“AND å 
DELIVERANCE 
FROM. 
` ኢሽ ኒ ) ' 


( 


§/, 
1 “SOULS 
SO BROK 


EN 


“GUARDIANS 
AT THE GATES 
THAT DENY 
THEMSELVES 
THEIR PIECE 
OF HEAVEN 


“THERE ARI 
MONSTERS 
ON THIS 

SIDE 


247 


EM | 


НОВА AI... SR: 


| 


(t УДА 
YO E 


KA 


y APPARENTLY 
YOU THREE DONT |) 
AVE ANY. 


> 
BUT NOT ALL 
MONSTERS ARE THE 
SAME, 1 GUESS 5 
THE MORAL. 


1222 ? 
LY OUT HERE IN THE WOODS, 


AFRAID OF NOTHING. WELL, 
ነኣ LET ME TELL YOU, LITTLE 
NAUGHTIES... 


Үй 
4 


(ре p 


THERE ARE 
THINGS YOU SHOULD 
BE AFRAID OF... 


AS 
ა, АМ 


/ ~ 
ES ታታ 
ON 
Vr $ Q о 


AG ነ 9 
Jes ВЭ. Мара 


5 ብም 
m ^um SD A, > 
ረጩ УГ 208 : 
70 


GREATER THAN EVIL 
MASQUERADING... 
AS CHILDREN. 


A Ч » M 


v 


MESSAGE, 1 


| QUESTION. THEY RUN 


LONG TIME 
PEOPLE... 


NO FEAR, 
MADE THEM... 


13 


TOO 
DUMB TO...BE 
AFRAID. 


THE 
BARREN...IS 
COMING. 


PEOPLE 


, 
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..AT LEAS 

I DON'T TALK 
TO PLANTS 

ANYMORE. 


à 


" THE FIRE Y 
SPOKE 
TO ME. 


BEAUTIFUL, 


SENSUOUS WORDS. ¢ : 


DANCING POETRY. 


ፐ 


BUT WHEN 
I TRIED TO SHARE 
IT WITH YOU ALL, YOU 
LAUGHED AT ME. 
CALLED ME "ARSONIST." 
1. "PYROMANIAC.” 


E АГ AND you HAD 


IT WAS THERE 
Å THAT IT SPOKE TO 
ME AGAIN. AND THIS |. 
TIME IT GAVE ME |. 
MORE THAN 
WORDS. 


е IT GAVE ME 
LOVE. IT GAVE ME 
FREEDOM. 


«AND 
AND ALL IT COLLECT YOUR 
ASKS FOR IN RETURN BLACK 
IS THAT I SPEAK FOR OFFERINGS. 
THE FLAMES. THAT ры. 一 
I DELIVER ITS BRIGHT 7! 
SERMON... R 


* 


DO YOU 
SMELL IT? у. 
SOMETHING £, 
SMELLS. ნ 


SO d 
THE FOREST 
SPEAKS AS 
WELL. 


BUT MY WORDS 
WON'T BE DROWNED OUT Ч ፦ 
AGAIN. NOT BY LAUGHTER. € 
МОТ BY WHITE PILLS AND / 
PADDED WALLS. 


AND NOT BY 
THE WHISPERS 
OF LEAVES. 


WHAT 
WHAT W Was 
4 THING? 


YOUR JAWS UP OFF 
THE GROUND AND 
GET_ON OUT OF 
THIS HELLHOLE. 


YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHAT IT WAS LIKE 
IN THE INSTITUTION. V i 
HOW AGONIZINGLY Д አ 
LONELY IT WAS. 


THEY LOCKE 
ME МА ROOM FAR 
FROM LAMPS AND OVENS. 
SERVED MY FOOD UNCOOKED 
AND LEFT ME IN DARKNESS, 
TO BREATHE AIR THAT WAS 
DAMP AND COLD. 


NOW THAT I'VE 
BEEN EMBRACED IN 
THE ARMS OF MY LOVER, 
1 WON'T BE CAGED 
EVER AGAIN! 


YES/ SHED 
YOUR GREEN SKIN, 
AND EMBRACE THE 
BLACK INSIDE/ 


• THE LOG'S 
TOO HEAVY/ IT 


WON'T BUDGE! ረ ( 


WHAT? IT's 


THAT'S STILL 
A WIN IN MY 
BOOK. 


LOOK, I'M NOT SOME و ات‎ 
OR SOMETHING, OKAY? 1 
A TOURIST, LOOKING FOR. SOME 
GOOD GLIMPSES INTO THE 
OTHER SIDE... 


YES, MY 
E ` 
TLL FI BUT FIRST, 
TO MAKE THE NOTHING THE ONES WHO 
BURN. SEPARATED 


У. WERE N 
PLAYING OUIJA. 
LEMME FIND OUT 
THE NAME OF 
፡ “ሥመ 

BROCK? 
CAN GET WHO'S NAMED 
GOING "BROCK! 
== ANYMORE? 


THERE'S 
A GAGGLE OF 

FIREFIGHTERS HEADED 
THIS WAY, SO UNLESS 
YOU FEEL INCLINED TO 

DO ANYTHING MORE 
THAN FIGHT MONSTERS, 

LET'S LEAVE IT TO 

THE PROS. 


OH, THAT? WELL, SEE, THEY DECIDED 
THAT MAYBE THEIR CURRENT AVATAR, THEY 
“CHAR MAN” OR WHATEVER YOU CALLED JUST T CAN FEEL IT. 
HIM, WASN'T THE BEST HARBINGER || ELEMENTAL A BREACH IN } 
ON THE MARKET. FORCES OF EVERY 


LITTLE TOO | 2 NOTHING 
DAMAGED. J IS COMING. AND 
” 7 YOU CAN'T BURN 

NOTHING. 


YEP. SO, 
1 MADE THEM A DEAL. 
DON'T TOUCH ME OR 
ANYONE AROUND ME, 
AND МУ GOOD FRIEND 
"LORD NEVER- 
BARREN"-- 


(THAT'S 752 
WHAT ТМ 
CALLING YOU. 
IT'S 6000 | RIGHT BACK THROUGH 


THE DOOR ІТ CAME 
IN THROUGH. 


.;" . 


EXIT THE 
WATER AND SET 
uP CAMP FOR THE 
NIGHT/ CAMPFIRE 


ሜፖ PONE HOUR! BOGUE CHITTO ШІ 


LOUISIANA. 


SING-ALONG? RIGHT? 


CAMPFIRES ARE 
FOR TELLING CREEP 
{ STORIES THAT KEEP 
YOU UP ALL NIGHT, 
AND JUMPING AT 
EVERY SOUND. 


THAT'S 
WHAT IM ۰ 
AND TRUST YEAH? 


ME, KIMBERLY, I | ум ۳ 
HAVE A BEAST /THAT YOURS HAS 


OF A STORY! GOT NOTHIN’ 
ON MINE. 


WELL, Т ALL RIGHT, RYAN. 
WOULDN'T GET READY TO CHANGE 
n ын 19. YOUR SHORTS, WHEN 
YOURSELF. MAYBE ም ጋታ ምኔ ርን 
vou SHOULD TRY „THE 
~ [ E, OF THE 
\ FIRST. / | с 


BUT I CAN 
TOP THAT. 
MINE'S EVEN GOT 
LOCAL INTEREST. 
SEE, THERE 
WAS THIS... 


ጫኩ ጋ 


£= 


II 


Y ქ y 
OH. YEAH. 
/ 


THAT. 


2 


: DNS 
—, > - 


SOME SAY HIS FORMULA 
SAVED HIM EROM CERTAIN 
DEATH, REPLACING FLESH 
ANP BONE WITH MOSS AND 

WOOD AND ALGAE. 


SR 5 


BUT OTHERS SAY THE 
CHEMICALS ACTIVATED THE 
PLANTS AT THE BOTTOM OF 

THAT POOL, ANO WHAT WALKED 

OUT IS JUST A WAILING, 

SHAMBLING PILE OF WEEDS... 


| GET REVENGE 
FOR THE MAN IT 
THINKS IT (9. 


THAT'S 
NOT BAD. Q 
KINDA GOT THAT 
BODY-HORROR 
THING GOING 
ON, WHICH 


NO, DON'T 
۶ | COVER IT UP. 
I WANT TO 
SEE IT. 


IT'S 


BEAUTIFUL 
IN ITS WAY. 
UNIQUE. A 
BADGE. 


WELL, YOU qum 


77 SHOWED ME YOURS... “Ж 


YOU MINE. 


1 IT'S ONLY FAIR I SHOW ኤዊ 


HA! | ' 
ለበ... “ 
ig 


20 FAR I 
HAVE ONE ae 


一 一 一 


о = 


WELL, 
YOU TALK 

TO PLANTS. 
CAN YOu 
ASK IT? 


“TWIGLET.” 
CAN YOU NOT 
CALL ME THAT? 
IT'S BRIAR JUST 
BRIAR. 


q 7 


ጠመመ 


HA 
EVEN /5 “RICED 


А CAULIFLOWER”? 


IVE SEEN 
THINGS SO HORRIFIC, 
I HAD TO TAKE OUT MY 
OWN EYEBALL WITHA 
HOT SPOON. 


HAVE SOME 
RESPECT. 


SN THIS BLADE 
IT WERENT EGR የ፦፦ АХ HAS OFFERED... 
2 AGN ITSELF AS WITNESS. 
THE FACT THAT MY | s SS TSELF AS WITNESS 
и \ | = BASE COMPONENTS... 
) ს | SESAME OIL, 
POLYSACCHARIDE 
SUGARS, RESIN OF 
CONIFERS AND... 


SOMETHING 
ELSE... 


WHAT THE OL’ ሄጄ 
WITCH-EYE 
CAN- — --AGHNN/ 


4 » 
) LB! BRIAR! 
7 0 WHAT DO 
YOU SEE? 


BLOOD FROM 
THE WOUND IN 
THE WORLD. 


THAT'S IT... 
THE DREAM... 


ММА. 
BROKEN BLOOD. 
WHIRLPOOLS OF 
RUST. THICK, WET 

SMOKE. 


1 KNEW IT. 

THE BARREN. IT'S 
GETTING STRONGER. 
SOMEHOW, ITS COMING 
= RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THESE MISSING 
COLLEGE KIDS. 


WHAT, YOU 
DON'T THINK 
| THE SEARCH PARTY 
2 GONNA LISTEN 
TOAWITCH 
AND A PLANT 
MONSTER? 


YEAH. ME Y, ALL ABOARD 
THE MUCKTOWN 
NEITHER. EXPRESS. 


THE 
DREAM...BRIAR, 
YOU HAVEN'T 
SAID...MUCH OF 
THE VISION'S... 
CONTENTS. 


EH, YOU 
KNOW. THE USUAL. 

A BARRAGE OF IMAGES 
AND SOUNDS. ENOUGH TO 
DISCERN A LOCATION 
AND A CRIME. TERRIFIED 
SCREAMS AND 
BLOODY PAIN. 


AND THEN THE 
SCRATCHING. THE 
SHREDDING. 
THE RIP IN 
EVERYTHING. 


THEN, 

THE DISRUPTION. 
NOTHING STARING 
BACK. NOTHING 
EXISTS AT ALL. 


BECAUSE 
OF THE BARREN. 
THE BARREN 
COMES. 


ÆR 
у 


THEIR BODIES, 
\ AT LEAST. I GET THE 
FEELING THIS ONE IS... 
BIGGER. 


WHAT 
IF ALL OF 
THESE ELEMENTAL 
BEINGS AREN'T 
SERVING THE 
BARREN? 


- Y'KNOW..T'VE 
У BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT THAT, EVER 
SINCE WE RAN INTO 
BLACK ВРТА: ON 
HALLOWEEN. 


WHAT 
IF THEY'RE 
RUNNING 
FROM IT? 


Ба, => aoc. Y 
“ p р; 
` 
| WELCOME м тыз S. 4 27-22 à 
SACRED PLACE. 


< 


UNWORTHY 
|. OF MY SWEET RED 
人 » TOMORROW. 


you 
HAVE NOTHING 
MS. RAVENMOCKER 
NEEDS. 


| AHHHHH! 


ነ ለመ 


22 
+ — 
» 


WHATEVER 
HORRORS...YOU... 
HIDE? 


( “у; 


| 
NEXT: MONSTERS! TRUCKS! MONSTER TRUCKS! 


7 
| 
N 


ШЕШ 


AND IT SEEMS 
INSTEAD OF 
THE IRRITABLE 
ONE-EYED WITCH 
1 SOUGHT... 


2 HAVE FOUND = 
MŽ: RAVENMOCKER. 


1 


> * r 
À 6 Ё 
b ۰ 


“MY SWEET RED 
TOMORROW.” 


I DONT V I'M LOOKING 
WANT АМУ OF Y FOR TWO THINGS! 
WHAT YOURE | FIRST: ANOTHER 

OFFERING! DOOR TO THE 
|. OTHER SIDE! 


/ AND SECOND, 
SOMEWHAT 
DISTANTLY... 


IF THIS 
CONTINUES, THERE 
WON'T BE ENOUGH 


A_SINGULAR MIRACLE 
CHOSE TO SAVE ME 
FROM THE BLACKNESS 
OF OBLIVION. 


I MUST ALWAYS 
RETURN THE FAVOR. 


არ 


۱ 23 ሙ 
Ne | 7 1 WOULD LIKE ~ 
TO UNDERSTAND... 
я YOUR DESIRES, 
CREATURE. WHY YOU 


FEEL THE NEED TO 2 
TAKE...CHILDREN. A 


BUT, 
FAILING THAT... 
I WILL SETTLE 

FOR... } 


О усыг, Y 
“= DEMOLITION. 


| xS 


I STOLE NO 
CHILDREN. 


|| I COLLECTED 
ሊን THE DEAD! 


74 


Z 77173 Tr > - 


WHAT...T WAS... 
REBORN FOR. 


۱ 
ጋሪ 


/ A BRINGER 
OF DEATH ON 
ኣጋ THICK GREEN 
LEGS. 


I AM FLOODED WITH 
SENSATIONS I THOUGHT, 
LONG LOST TO ME. 


THE PULSING RHYTHM OF 
WARM LIQUID THROUGH VEINS. 
THE CRACKLE OF , 
ANIMAL URGE: 4% 


THE LIQUID SHE INJECTS 
ME WITH IS MAKING 
PLANT INTO FLESH. 


MY BODY FLOODS 
THE DAMAGED TISSUE 
WITH HEALING CELLS. 


BUT IT WILL 
NOT WITHSTAND 
ANOTHER DOSE. 


THE ELEMENTAL 
GREEN THAT SUSTAINS 
ME WILL DIE. 


: Ма THOUGH IF IM ТО FACE 
ANNIHILATION... SHE > 
АР” WILL FACE IT WITH ME. ዎ 


ም ብ 


1 FOUND 
THE KIDS. 


ау | 
900.900 #፡ | 
SPOKE MY NAME. NOT „А Bi 
THE ONE THEY WHISPER @ 
” “ით 


OF ME. MY TRUE ۰ 
ASTRAEA. GODDESS OF 
LIFE AND INNOCENCE. 
۲۲ HAS BEEN SO LONG 
SINCE TVE 
HEARD IT. 


7 


| MY GAMPFIRE 
STORY. IT WAS x : 
YOU TO SEE. 


TRUE, SWAMP T HER 
THING (5 REAL. ALL OF YOU. 


га. P 44 
"ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY ip 
YEARS AGO. A GROUP OF EEP IN A CAVERN THEY 
SCIENTISTS, ADVENTURERS AND FOUND IT. A WOUND IN 
PHILOSOPHERS FOLLOWED 
LEGENDS OF A WELLSPRING 
OF ETERNAL LIFE. 


“AND THIS L/QUID WAS THE 
SPIRIT OF EVERYTHING THAT 
PULSED WITH A HEARTBEAT. 
THE ELEMENTAL FORCE 
OF ALL MEAT-THINGS. 


“THE CREW CALLED THEMSELVES THE 
BROTHERHOOD OF THE RED TOMORROW, 
BUILT SYNTHETIC WOMBS TO FILL WITH 
LIFE AND WAITED TO SHARE THE GIFT OF 
IMMORTALITY WITH THE DESERVING. 


"BUT THE WOUND WAS NOTHING BUT 
A SEEPING SCAB. THE BROTHERHOOD 
GOT OLD WAITING FOR ITS PRESENTS. 


"AND WHEN THEIR ONLY CHILD DIED, 
THEY GAVE HER THEIR LAST DROP OF 
ETERNAL LIFE, AND INSTRUCTIONS. 


SOFT UNDERBELLY. 
GUARD THE BLEED." 


PERSONALLY, 
I THINK THEY MEANT 
THE RECENTLY DEAD, 


DON'T KNOW HOW TO THANK 
YOU FOR RESCUING US. 


YEAH, МУ 
PARENTS ARE 
PROBABLY CRAPPING ۳ 
THEMSELVES WITH 
WORRY. რუ; 


THINK Y 
MISUNDERSTAND, y 
FOREVER 21. / 


AS FAR AS 
те CONCERNED, 
' لاه‎ II. 
YOURE ASTRAEA'S 
BACKUP. 


MEET SOME 

INNOCENTS WHOSE 

HEARTS ONCE 
STOPPED. 


THE HEART- 

TRANSPLANT 

ACTIVITY CLUB. 
MISSISSIPPI U 


THE REASON THE 
BLEED OPENED IS 
BECAUSE IT'S BEING 
ATTACKED D FROM B. 
ZL 


IT GETS 
AGONIZINGLY 
SQUEEZED 
THROUGH A 
“амыр 


LIKE 
"EEEIIGH! 
NOTHING 16 

MING!" / 


AT LEAST UNTIL YOURE 
LORD NEVER-BARREN THE ЖӘМЕГЕР 
HERE PUTS A STOP TO 
THE THING STEPPING 
ON THE NECK OF 
ALL LIFE? 


۳ 
CHILDREN. |" 
DRAFTED 
INTO A WAR 


( THEY CAN BARELY 
UNDERSTAND. 


FORCES, DRIVING 
THEM THROUGH THEIR 


DOORS AND INTO OUR | 


WORLD LIKE RATS 
FROM A SINKING 
SHIP. 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT. THE 
OPPOSITE OF 
LIFE 15? 


IT'S 
NOTHING. NON- 
EXISTENCE. 


WE NEED TO 
REACH OUT TO THE 
ELEMENTAL FORCE THAT 
CAN HELP US AGAINST THE 
BARREN BEFORE /T HAS 
TO COME RUNNING 
TO Us. 


EXT- 
የ፲፪ 


ШЕ THE LIGHT OF THE LANTERN 
#2 GLINTS OFF THE BLOODY 


Y o, \ 
\\ ` N 
f \ Ч yí 
Ny STILL FRESH. | 
۲۱ 2711 идем. N 
^. N SS SSS Т 
ዣ => 
1 


№ ' = 
“ 8 GEORGE 
CROSSED THIS WAY 
VERY RECENTLY. 


LOST, WALKING 
IN CIRCLES, NO 
CLOSER TO 


AND HE 
REMEMBERS. | 


LOOKS 
LIKE I FINALLY 
OWE YOU ል L 
DRINK, COUNTRY 
Boy. 


СОМЕ ОМ 
NOW. LET'S GET 
YOU SOMEWHERE 

TO LIE DOWN. 


SINGH 
TASTES LIKE 
GASOLINE, BUT 

A PRIZE 5 

A PRIZE. 


SAID, ГМ TOO 


STUBBORN TO 
GIVE UP, 


WHUH... 

AAA 

0 N’ 
Mg? 


NOW I BEST 
BE GOIN'. PROMISED 
MY MOM I'D STILL GO 
TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY 
MORNINGS NO MATTER 
WHERE I ENDED UP. 


OH 
HONEY. YOU 
FEELIN’ ILL? 


Å 


GEORGE HAD WANTED TO 
FIGHT THESE MEN. TO SEE 
THEIR FACES AS HE SMASHED 
HIS FIST INTO THEM. 


E 


BUT THE SHOT GLASS 
CONTAINED MORE THAN 
CHEAP WHISKEY. 


“ 22 


YOU'LL 
SERVE 
AND YOU'LL 

TOLL . 


[3 


WWE 


‘CAUSE 
YOU'RE OURS 
NOW, BOY. 


= THEN HE'D AWOKEN 
SOME TIME LATER, 
ALONE ANP CONFUSED. 


HE WAS STILL WE 
BENEATH 
PORTLAND. 


SMASHING THE LID OFF THE 
CRATE, НЕ?) STEPP W 


ESCAPE, HED ИЗ VE A TRAIL. 


IELP. AND, SOMETIMES, HE COULD 
AGONIZINGLY SLOWLY HERE. TLE OF R | НЕАБ THE SAL Oke WHISPERING 
SOMEWHERE FAR ABOVE. HIS BRIGHT RED PATH. 


HE WE al WERE 
AS DISTANT AS THE 
РИ WORLD HED 
BEEN TAKEN FROM. 


BUT THEY 
WERE ALWAYS 
MUCH CLOSER. 


NOW NO LONGER AFFECTED 
By THE OPIUM-LACED DRINK, 
2 GEORGE LASHES OUT AT 
ONE OF THE SAILORS. 


BUT WHAT HE 
TOUCHES IS COLD 
AND Wi UBTLY 


/ 


7 YOU'LL 
SERVE AND 
SOMETHING THAT შის 
ISN'T, HUMAN. HAS ; 
R BEEN HUMAN. E 
YOU'RE OURS 
NOW, BOY. 


2 


THE CREATURE'S 
SURPRISE /2 FOLLOWED 
BY A STRONG SCENT. 


ONE SO FOREIGN TO 
THESE MOLDERING DEPTHS. 


Å SCENT GEORGE 
ASSOCIATES WITH THE 

WEST VIRGINIA FARM 

HED LEFT BEHIND. 


or GREEN | . | | -м 
THINGS. 7 一 გ (CL ሙኒ sipas 
г OF GROWTH. ^ = ае. 


4 jJ : | Ж 
få yz ^w. ۱ { 
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Т FIRST GEO, 
GA EIL 
ANYTHING BUT WATCH. ILLUMINATES. 


«A SCENE... 


LIGHT GLINTS OFF 
THE BARE STONE 
BEFORE HIM. 


FINALLY. 


THE WAY OUT OF 
THIS DARK, WINDING 
LABYRINTH, HE 
STEPS FORWARD. 


HE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHY. 


ONE MORE 
STEP. BEFORE 
THE WRAITH 

RE-FORMS. 


YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
TOO STUBBORN... 
TO GIVE UP, 
GEORGE. 


NY AND SO you 
\ У HAVE RUN THESE 
ა TUNNELS...FOR 
132 YEARS. 


IT'S NOT LIKE 
NECROMANCY 
( 15 REALLY HARD 


OR ANYTHING. 


AN 
INFECTION...IN 
YOUR HEEL. DIRTY 
GLASS EMBEDDED 
DEEP WITHIN. IT 
TOOK SOME 
TIME, BUT... 


YOU'VE 
LONG AVOIDED 
THE SCAVENGER 
DEMON HOPING 
TO ENSLAVE 
YOUR SOUL. 


BUT 
THERE IS NO 
PRIZE OF FURTHER 
LIFE. NO MATTER 
HOW MANY TIMES 
YOU PLAY. DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


PLEASE. 


እ 
YOU'VE BEEN 
GONE SO 


LONG. 


ALL RIGHT. 

YOU GOT YOURS. 

ONE /TINERANT 

SPIRIT WRAPPED 
IN A BOW. 


1 HOPE YOU 
WEREN'T TOO 
LONESOME. 
ALWAYS SUCH 
A GOOD 
Boy. 


HAVE 
YOU BEEN GOIN’ 
TO CHURCH? 


THE REMAINS 
KNOW OF THE CRIMES 
AGAINST THE NATURAL 

ORDER BY 


E 
EXISTENT THING? 


YES, THE 
BARREN'S ALREADY 
STRUCK THE REALMS 

OF FLAME AND 
BLOOD tel EVIL 
AND NOW... 


THE BARREN 
Mm 203 2-5 PART ESCAPED 
ENT BY BURNING ITSELF 
UPON Y THE FABRIC СЕ OBLIVION. 
IS NOTHING THAT BELIEVES 


IT IS SOMETHING. 


TO US YOU 


KNOW THAT 
NO MATTER HOW 
LONG YOU RUN, YOU 
WILL ALL EVENTUALLY 
FIND THE PATH BACK 

TO DEATH. 


THE BARREN 
WAS A SEEKER, 


DETERMINED TO PEER 
асаа WA CAN ыг 


ET у І BELIEVE 
I THAT IS THE FIRST | WHAT? PSSH. 
| ኣኒ TIME...I'VE SEEN YOU 1 WAS JUST TRYING 
SCARED. TO KEEP A STRAIGHT 
FACE, BECAUSE IN THE | 
MIDDLE OF ALL ۲۳۵۲ | 
BLUSTER AND "DOOOM," 
OL’ GRIMMY TOTALLY 
DROPPED A CLUE 
INTO MY HAND. 


om T 


_ WALKING _ 
= TOUR ” 


WHAT LIES 
BEHIND THE 
LOCKED 
DOOR? OH WOW 
WELL, / YOU GUYS DID 
I MEAN, THAT'S ነ / 5 2 
THE FUN PART, ; ს ი. 
RIGHT? 


IS IT ANY 
SOMETIMES EE A LANTERN Nou CAN. 4 
LIGHT WANDERING THE SAVE YOUR 


YOU WANT 
ტა ө 
ји PRINTS ረ 1 : E LIVING DEAD? 


CALEDONIA MARSH: OREGON. 


SO I'M IN 
A CREEPY BOG, 
PREPARING TO 
DO SOME BLACK 

MAGICK... 


.. WHILE TRYING HELL NO. 
TO UNRAVEL A GLUE I WAS JUST 
GIVEN TO ME BY T LISTING OFF ALL 
LITERAL AND ACTUAL THE SQUAD GOALS 

GRIM REAPER, 50 = INE HIT RECENTLY. 
I CAN FIND SOME KIND rn AND I DIDN'T EVEN 
OF BIG, BAD MYSTERY : GET TO THE PART 

CALLED THE Ў WHERE My PARTNER 
BARREN. y ) | N 


THE BAYOU 


OKAY, SWAMPY... 
WHAT'S THAT KEY 
TELLING YOU THAT 
DEATH ITSELF 
DIDN'T? 
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OH MY 
GODDESS! WE'RE 
HERE! WE ACTUALLY 
WENT THROUGH 
A DIMENSIONAL DOOR! 
AND IT SMELLS LIKE 
FRESHLY MOWED 
LAWN AND 
CUCUMBERS! 


| TIM SEELEY 
WRITER : 
A 2777” 


წესი XL. 
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4 BUT IN 
ALL THIS RUNNING 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 
WE NEVER TALKED 
ABOUT, LIKE...WHAT 
THE BARREN /S. 


sO 
WHATCHA THINK? 
GRAY-BEARDED DARK 
WIZARD? REBELLIOUS 
\ DEMON WARLORD? 
RENEGADE FAIRY 
KING? 


HEY, SO FAR 
SWAMPY. ALL WE KNOW 
ABOUT THE BARREN 
IS THAT IT'S PUSHING 
ITS WAY AROUND AND 
۱5 POWERFUL ENOUGH 


A CTHULHU. 
DEFINITELY 


SOME KIND OF 


CTHULHU. 


YOUR PLANT, 
DR. HEMSDALE. 


I'VE BEEN ON... 
FURLOUGH. 


I THOUGHT 
FOR SURE THIS 
= THING WAS DEAD 
ጋ! YESTERDAY. 
\ NOW, PAY 
ATTENTION, DR. 
NGH. 


Sil IT'S NOT 

GOOD TO LOSE 

GOVERNMENT 
PROPERTY. 


ESPECIALLY YES. 
A KEY TO А D.O.E. THANK YOU, DR. 
LAB. HERE'S YOUR HEMSDALE. 
REPLACEMENT. 


OH. YOU , ZEI 1 
BENT, eee OT ONE MORE т 
7 IN, 
Е ORK FOR МЕ AND I'LL SHUT 
DOWN YOUR 
PROJECT. 


YEAH, JEEZ. 
DID YOU HEAR 
THAT LADY? WE" 
HAVE BEEN BETTE! 
OFF WIT 


9 


НА 
CTHULHU. 


SO THE 
| BARREN WORKS 
۱ IN A CRAPPY 
OFFICE? 


I'LL BE HONEST, 
1 WAS HOPING TO 

GO UNDERCOVER AS 
A SQUID CULTIST, BUT 
МУ DISGUISE SPELL 
SHOULD WORK JUST 
AS WELL FOR 

THIS. 


PRETTY 
GOOD GUESS, 


BOOM. 
LAB CHIC. 


TLL 
FOLLOW 
SINGH. SEE 
WHAT А ONE- 
EYED WITCH 
CAN SEE. 


DID YOU 
LOOK? DID YOU 
CHECK qune! 


DID YOU - | 
СНЕСК ВЕНМО : YOU CAN 
ALL THE CLOTHES? 7 NEVER LOO 
IN THE BOXES 


SO, I HOPE | 
АТ YOU LIKE IT SPICY, ምዎ IN ALL THE / 
THE BACK? JERKWAD. > # PLACES... Д 


AND I GOT 
MY HAZING BACK 
AT FORT JACKSON, 
TWENTY YEARS 


CAN HIDE. ` 


ARE YOU 
HE? ARE YOU 
THE BARREN? 
ANSWER ME! 


...BUT A 
MEMORY. ) 


THE BARREN 
IS SOMETHING. 


I AM 
NOTHING... 


OH MY 
55 250 

THIS SO EXECUTE 

MUCH-- ORDER 


ORDER... 


IT'S GONE. აა 
DR. HEMSDALE. PLEASE... Y Y 
COME WITH ME. THERE 15 
ከ ከ ው s 


MORE 
MONSTERS. 
MONSTERS COMING 
OUT OF THE WOOD- 
WORK. 


/ 
5 
2 
[7 
К) 
N 
ኪ 
|. 
2 
2 
d 


دنت 


MONSTERS 
EVERYWHERE. 


NINA 


OH NOOOO! 
BUT SHE WAS 
SO NICE. 


I FOLLOWED AND ONE OF THEM... A MOVIE 
SINGH TO HIS I BELIEVE IT WAS FROM CALLED 
OFFICE. BUT THEN AN OLD MOVIE I SAW INTRUDER. 

HE DISAPPEARED, LONG AGO AS 


TOO. SO I LET 2 
MYSELF IN. ALEC HOLLAN 
BRIAR. 


HEMSDALE ዲ 
WAS ATTACKED 
BY MONSTERS. 
STRANGE... 
CHILDISH 
CREATIONS. 


I'LL COME 
TO YOU. STAY 
WHERE YOU 
ARE. 


AND YOU 
KNOW HOW 
I FEEL ABOUT 
DOORS. 


BUT SINGH 


OH, ГМ 
DOCTOR SINGH. 
BUT, HONESTLY, THAT 
NAME HAS SO MANY 
NEGATIVE CONNOTATIONS 
FOR ME. I LIKE THE ONE 
YOUR FRIENDS HAVE 
BEEN CALLING ME 
BETTER... 


BRIAR! 
WHERE ARE 
YOU?! 


OH ALEC. 

I MEAN, SOMEBODY 
MUST LOVE ME. BECAUSE 
YOU KNOW WHAT'S ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF 
THE DOOR? 


IM SO GLAD 
YOU LIKE MY 
PROJECT. SADLY, 
NOT EVERYONE 
AROUND HERE 
DOES. 


THE 
BARREN. 


TIM SEELEY 
WRITER 
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AND 909 
DIDN'T EVEN GET 
AN ANSWER TO YOUR 
QUESTION, DID YOU? 
SOU STILL DON'T 
KNOW WHERE SOUR 
FATHER IS. 


WOULD HAVE STOPPED 
LOOKING AFTER WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN 


90 MY THESE DOORS 
N NOT TO BE EVERY INQUISITION LEAD TO THE ELEMENTAL 
ча 1 С Oc CN Pg 
CAN I SHARE THEM А 


Sou, MS. 
WOODRUE? 


THE 
METAPHYSICAL 
SOURCES OF 

EXISTENT 
MATTER 


YOU'VE МЕТ 
OTHER AVATARS. 
AS I UNDERSTAND 
IT. BLACK BITAL 
AND OTHERS, 

YES? 


136 


T FOUND ENTRI 
INTO THE REAL 
MS. WOOPRUE. AND 


I TESTED THE 
DIMENSIONS’ PRIMORDIAL 
ედი. AGAINST A CONTROL 
SUBJECT. PUSHED THEIR ~ 


AND THEN, USING 

THESE OBSERVATIONS, 

I DEPLOYED STRATEGIES 
AGAINST THE 


SORRY, THAT'S 
NOT EXACTLY TRUE. 
IGET EXCITED AT ALL 
THIS SUCCESS, BUT 
I BLOCK OUT THE 
FAILURES. 


THERE 
IS ONE REALM 
THAT HAS SHUT 
OUT. 


BECAUSE 
THE DOOR TO 
IT HAS ALREADY 
BEEN BREACHED 


У ANOTHER 


OBSERVER. 


HE'S BONDED 

TO TT..IMPRINTED 

HIMSELF ON ITS 
FRAME. 


BE A COLLABORATIVE 
EFFORT WITH THE ONE 
you еа 
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„РВ. 
HOLLAND. £ 


DR. SINGH. 
ENCOUNTERED 
THE 
DEVASTATION 
OF YOUR 
OFFENSEG... 
AGAINST THE 


ETHEREAL 
WORLDs. 


AND I HAVE 


DARKNESS AND 
HATE DESTROY 
THE WOMAN 

YOU 


I KNOW THAT ፪፪ 
YOU ARE A 
CRUEL, 


SELFISH 
MURDERER... 


У AND I HAVE 
NO INTEREST...IN 
ANYTHING YOU 
ს HAVE ТО SAY. 


2277, 


27 
А, 


--HE DANGLED 
IT IN FRONT OF 
ME SO I'D BRING 
YOU TO HIM! 4 


THE FEARFUL 
UNKNOWN. 


NOTHING, 
SWAMPY! BECAUSE 
HE WANTED Us TO 
COME HERE. ALL 
OF THIS-- 


PERSONALLY, 
I WASN'T THE INVENTIVE 
TYPE OF SCIENTIST. MORE 


MONSTERS 
IN THE CLOSET. 
KILLER ROBOTS. 

ALIEN 
INVADERS. 


ЯЛ f m ~ ep H 


ጣች 


Ye 


YOU BEST 
DROP HIM FAST, | 
OR I SWEAR I WILL 
MUAY THAI YOUR 
CRUSTY BUTT! 


WHOLE 
TIME JASON WOODRUE 
WAS IN THE DEEPEST 
DEPTHS OF HELL. 


ZF 

BECAUSE ۶ 
JOU SENT 
HIM THERE, DR. 
HOLLAND. АД 


>. 272. 


/ 
Sy 


= 


ሥ 2 
"| 


y 
А ^ 


IT'S 
VERIFIABLY 
TRUE. AND THAT 
IS WHY I NEED 

900, TOO. 


THE SWAMP THING 
OPENED HIS DOORS FOR 
SOU, DAUGHTER OF HIS ENEMY. 
HE ALLOWED YOU INTO HIS 
"LABORATORY." GOT DRAGGED 
INTO SOUR MISSION TO FIND 
DOORS OPENING FROM THE 
OTHER WORLDS. 


YOUR 
AFFECTION 
OR DOORS IS 
APPROPRIATE. 
BECAUSE SOU, 


BRIA 
WOODRUE... 


NN, ሚክ. 
აჯ 


p M 
555. 


ғ 
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\ id Y 

1 AN 
„ИЛИМА LOUISIANA. 
TERREBONNE PARISH. 


К, 
| 
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үл 


IPA 
VZ 
Л 
1 
Ia T 
Ж 
A 
9 Mi 


LAST 


HUHN 
HUHN HUNH# 


ND 
THREATENED TO 
^ DRIVE YOU 


„„-ЕАМне 
YOU WITH A 
FAIRY መ 
CAPABLE 
Т SUPPOSE نت جع‎ ከ THINGS 


OTHE 
IT WOULDN'T 
BE FAMILIAR. CANNOT. 


'M THE 
GREATEST ENEMY 
OF THE SWAMP а 
IF I DO SAY SO MYSE 


М 
EXPLORER AND Е 
HEIR TO THE POWERS 
OF THE GREEN. 


I'M THE 
MONSTER YOU 
SAW WHEN YOU PEERED 
THROUGH А DOORWAY IN 
SEARCH OF YOUR LONG- 
LOST FATHER... 
„А DOORWAY 


THAT LED TO THE 
THEN, UNACCUSTOMED TO 
HORROR. THAT 


IS NOT 
THE CASE NOW. 


BUT YOU 
MAY CALL 
ME DAD. 


N 


7 || 1-4 
% , | CAN'T you \ 2 
| | SEE WERE ! 
\) ВИ$У?! Ba. 
| ХЭ ТЭ. | 4 
F, 
<= = NN 
|| > My My 4 
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ONCE I WAS 


A SCIENTIST LIKE 


SHE THOUGHT I WAS 


TRULY, YOU'RE 


MY MOST SUCCESSFUL እ 


EXPERIMENT. 


oe 
BUT AFTER 
SO MANY DENIALS 
OF MY BIRTHRIGHT, 
I DECIDED TO TRY A 


NEW TACTIC-- 


YOU WERE TO BE 
MY KEY TO DOMINATING 
THE GREEN. SWAMP THING 
SENT ME HERE BEFORE 
I COULD IMPART THAT 
PURPOSE. 


| 


IT SEEMS, 
THOUGH, YOU DISCOVERED 
IT ОМ YOUR OWN. AND VIA 
THE RELENTLESS DRIVE YOU 

INHERITED, YOU'VE GAINED 
ACCESS TO OTHER ELEMENTAL 
POWERS I NEVER EVEN 
CONSIDERED. 


--I CREATED 
YOU. WITH YOUR 
MOTHER'S HELP, OF 
COURSE, THOUGH 


JASON WOODRUE, 


CAR SALESMAN 
FROM TOLEDO. 


q 


HAHA. сн. 
BRIAR. YOU'RE MAKING 


ME MISS YOUR MOTHER, 
THE FLESHY COW. 


WELL, IT'S 
NOT WHAT I WANT. 
А NOT EXACTLY. 


< 4 
I'M STANDING, IT LOOKS 
LIKE YOU LEARNED THE Y 


ROLE OF CAR SALESMAN, 
LIKE, A LITTLE TOO 
WELL, JASON. 


T'VE DONE ПГ. 
THE MOST AMBITIOUS 
ASTROPHYSICS 
EXPERIMENT EVER 
ATTEMPTED. 


THE GREEN... ( 
I CANT...I CAN'T Й 
FEEL IT... “ይ 


I'VE 
UNPLUGGED SOU. 
ALEC. BUT I WON 


74 THIS IS THE 
REALM OF ALL THINGS. 
THE ELEMENTAL CENTER 
ALL EXISTENT 


GEORGE. WHAT'S 
HAPPENING--? 


YOU CALLED 


THIS TIME, 
SUPERMAN? 


DENIED YOURSELF ۷ 
YOUR PIECE OF 

HEAVEN TO WAGE 
WAR ON HELL... 


M, تم‎ ! 
SWATHA d 
BITAL/ 


YEAH, WELL, SO WERE 
YOU. WHEN HAS THAT 
STOPPED ANYBODY? 
NOW LISTEN TO 
ME, SWAMPY. 


THERE ARE 
DOORS. CRUSTY 
GATES IN PRIMORDIAL 
PLACES WITH NAMES 
PRONOUNCE. BUT SOME 
OF THEM ARE EASY , LIKE ALEC 
TO SAY. HOLLAND. 


YOU WERE 
AND YOU 
A DOOR, ALEC. 
YOU'VE LET ME Usg HAVE А LOT 


I HAVE A LOT MORE 
POWER. 


THE 
ELEMENTAL 


CHAMPION. ALL 
OF THEM. 


177 
IN 


AN 


RETURN OF 
THE SWAMP 
THING... 


Foer ار‎ 
I DUNNO, IT’ IT ۱ 
АКМ ይ-ዘጋህሪ DOWN TO IT. IF IN RETURN. 
RING TO IT. THERE'S NO CREATION, | 
THERE'S NOTHING то I'M SORRY, 
CORRUPT. HELL WASN'T SWAMPY...ALEC. 
TOO BIG ON THAT. A DEA 


CONVINCED HELL 
TO GIVE ME THE POWER 
TO HELP YOU SAVE THE 

UNIVERSE. 


Ew, 
/ I THOUGHT 
I TOLD YOU 


I HAVE 
3 TO CONTINUE 
"ME. JASON 
DAUGHTER OF WOODRUE'S 
A MONSTER. j К WORK. 
AND_YOU'RE 


NOT GOING TO 
LIKE IT. 
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Swamp Thing Giant #1 cover by GREG CAPULLO and FCO PLASCENCIA 
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IS DESCENDING ¡UPON г) 
ТИЕ. ‘SWAMPS OF LOUISIANA... 99| 


In the Louisiana bayou, two college stúdents/have suddenly gone 
missing. Something very dark is at work as Swamp Thing and his 
supernatural companion Briarinvestigate the scene. Briar has a 
horrible vision of blood'béing spilled...butdiscovering who the 
murderer is will be up to Swamp Thing. Can he stop this killer before he 
slays even more innocent victims? 


This spinetingling thriller and others are collected here in Swamp 
Thing: Tales from the Bayou. These new adventures of Swamp 
Thing are written by talented authors including Tim Seeley 
(Nightwing), Tom King (Batman), and Brian Azzarello (Batman: 
Damned), with stunning art by Joëlle Jones (Catwoman), Jason 
Fabok (Detective Comics), Aaron Lopresti (Wonder Woman), and 
more! 


Collects stories from Swamp Thing Wintér Special #1, Young Monsters in 
Love #1, Cursed Comics Cavalcade #1; Swamp Thing Halloween Horror 
Giant #1, and Swamp Thing:Giant #1-7. 
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